[image: image1.png]Louisiana Community &
Technical College System

Changing Lives, Creating Futures





WorkReady U 

Policy Manual Supplement

December 2016
Table of Contents
Appendix A.    Guidelines for Each Assessment 
 3
                           Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE)
 4

                           Wonderlic GAIN (General Assessment of Instructional Needs
 7
                           Best Literacy
 9
                           Best Plus 2.0
 11
                           TABE – Complete Language Assessment System – English (CLAS-E)
 13
                           Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System (CASAS)
 15
Appendix B.    NRS Test Benchmarks for Educational Functioning Level Placement 
 18
Appendix C.    Federal Register/Vol. 81, No. 239/Tuesday, December 13, 2016/Notices…24
Appendix A

Guidelines for Each Approved Assessment
Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE): 9&10
Description and Eligibility

TABE 9&10 has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.  This assessment is administered for placement of adult basic education students that are enrolling or continuing in an adult education program.  The Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) is a standardized test of silent reading comprehension, math computation, applied math, and language.  TABE can be administered either individually or in a group setting in accordance with approved testing guidelines.  TABE has two forms (9,10) and five levels (L, E, M, D, A).

Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be assessed within the first 12 hours of instruction.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.
For adult students who have low literacy skills and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The results of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry purposes enter the form attempted and the scale score of 160 for TABE 9&10, Level L, Reading.  For TABE 9&10, Level L, Math, enter the form attempted and the scale score of 180.

When administering the TABE, either TABE complete Battery or Survey may be used.  The TABE Locator is required to be administered as the first part of the pre-test and must be used to determine the appropriate difficulty level of each subject area of the pre-test.  TABE 9&10 has one locator test-divided into three sections-one each for reading, mathematics, and language.  The entire Locator Test takes approximately 35 minutes to complete.  Each locator sub-test will determine the appropriate level of test that the student should take.
  Subject area test selection is determined by the student’s performance on the TABE Locator and the student’s personal goals.
Post-Testing Guidelines
CTB McGraw-Hill pre- and post-test model recommends any of the following combinations in designing a pre- and post-test program with TABE: 


Pre-Test — Post-Test
TABE 9 — TABE 10
TABE 10 — TABE 9

In each of these recommend pre- and post-test combinations, your program would be testing with different forms of TABE that are on the same scale in order to measure gains. The student is not taking the same set of test questions in these scenarios. If a student were to be pre-tested and post-tested with the same form, CTB’s best practices recommendation would be to wait six months before re-testing in order to eliminate a score that might be invalid due to the practice effect, or the effect of seeing the same questions in a short time frame.  CTB recommends the below pre-and post-test guidelines for TABE 9&10 and TABE CLAS-E:
· Alternate Form Testing: 50-60 hours of instruction is recommended when testing with an alternate form (ie. 9M to 10M or A1 to B1) for students that test into NRS Levels 1-4 (ABE) and NRS Levels 1-6 (ESL), with a minimum of 40 hours.

· For students testing into NRS Levels 5 and 6 (ASE Low and High) 30-59 hours of instruction is recommended. 

· Programs may also select the next level higher TABE or CLAS-E test (9M to 9D or A2 to A3) while following the same recommended hours above for alternate form testing. 

· Same Form Testing: 60-80 hours of instruction is recommended when testing with the same form (ie 9M to 9M or A3 to A3).
 
Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.
Post-testing necessitates that either a different form (9&10) or level (L, E, M, D, A) be used.

· When administering the same level (L, E, M, D, A), use of the alternate form is required.  For example, if a student pre-tested using 9E, then the post-test must be 10E.
· When administering the same form (9 & 10), a higher level must be used.  For example, if a student pre-tested using 9M, then the post-test must be 9D or 9A.  (9E, which is lower, cannot be used.)
TABE Complete Battery or Survey may be used when post-testing.

Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

TABE testing guidelines state that random and frequent testing is discouraged, as it will not present valid gain scores and could create a practice effect, thus producing questionable or spurious scores.  Instructional intervention between testing periods is strongly recommended to maximize gain.  If a test is to be administered as a retest because the initial test session was invalid, there is not a prescribed length of time that needs to occur.

Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

TABE 9&10 Support Center, Contact and Purchasing Information
Best practices for TABE 9&10 are published by CTB/McGraw-Hill to address some common questions related to TABE.  The document is available at:
https://sbcjcweb.sbcjc.cc.ms.us/conf/pdfs/MiBest/2015/TABE%20Presentation.pdf
Who is eligible to administer TABE?

Adult educators who have a general knowledge of measurement principles and are willing to abide by the assessment standards of the American Psychological Association may administer TABE. These professional standards require TABE administrators to follow specific guidelines, such as keeping tests in a secure place and administering them only as directed. For additional information, see the Purchaser’s Qualification Statement in the back of the CTB/McGraw-Hill Assessment Products and Services Catalog.
How do you know which level of TABE to administer?

For adult basic education or other programs that include students at various levels of ability, administer the TABE Locator Test first. The results will indicate which level of TABE to use by content area. If you are using TABE as a screening tool for a program that requires a certain level of ability, select the appropriate level of TABE commensurate with the content difficulty for the program. For example, if you were screening for a nursing program that requires a 10th-grade reading level for admission, you would select TABE Level A.

For more information on ordering, please refer to your test manual, call 1-800-538-9547, or visit 
http://www.datarecognitioncorp.com/Assessment-Solutions/Documents/TABE%20Overview%20Brochure%202016.pdf
Wonderlic GAIN (General Assessment of Instructional Needs)
Description and Eligibility
GAIN has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.  This assessment is administered for placement of adult basic education students that are enrolling or continuing in an adult education program.  GAIN is a standardized test designed to evaluate English (reading and writing skills) and math skills.   GAIN assesses skills from basic literacy and numeracy to more advanced skills.  GAIN can be administered individually or in a group setting.  Each subtest has two forms (A and B).   

Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be assessed within the first 12 hours of instruction.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.

For adult students who have low literacy skills and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The results of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry purposes enter the form attempted and the scale score of 200 for GAIN English or GAIN Math.  

Post-Testing Guidelines
A student must have a minimum of 60 hours of instruction prior to post-testing with GAIN.

Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.

Post-testing necessitates that a different form (A or B) be used from the pre-test.

Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

Using the GAIN as a progress test is not permitted for use by local programs.
Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

GAIN Support Center, Contact and Purchasing Information
Who is eligible to administer GAIN?

Wonderlic requires GAIN Test Administrators (GTAs) to be trained before administering the GAIN.  Additionally, Wonderlic requires test proctors to be Wonderlic-Certified when GAIN test results are to be used for NRS reporting purposes.

How to start the GAIN Test Administrator (GTA) Certification and Training process?

Once Wonderlic receives an order for the GAIN assessment, they contact the organization to start the Certification and Training process.  The GTA Examination combines instructions on how to administer GAIN and an examination to qualify as a GTA.  By passing this exam, and registering with Wonderlic, one can become certified to administer GAIN.  The examination is an “open book” test that is available as an online assessment.  Wonderlic Certified GTAs are invited to attend a regularly scheduled GAIN training Webinar – typically 1 hour.  GTA Certification is valid for two years.

For information, please refer to your test manual, call 1-800-323-3742, or visit www.everythingtogain.com.   

OCTAE Approval

OCTAE approved the use of GAIN through February 2, 2019. (For use in FY 2017-2018)  Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 239 / Tuesday, December 13, 2016 / Notices
BEST Literacy

Description and Eligibility

BEST Literacy has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.  This assessment is administered for placement of ESL and EL/Civics students who are enrolling or continuing in an adult education program.  BEST Literacy measures reading and writing skills.  It may be administered individually or in a group and there are three print-based forms (B, C, and D) available for use.

Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be assessed within the first 12 hours of instruction.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.

For adult students who have a lack of English proficiency and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The result of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry, enter the form and the scale score of zero (0).
Students who test into the NRS Educational Functioning Level of Advanced ESL (ESL 6), scores of 76 – 78, must be given another pre-test, as there is no exit criteria established by NRS for BEST Literacy.  If this occurs, do the following:

	Administrative Action
	Pre-test Option #1
	Pre-test Option #2
	Pre-test Option #3

	1. Do not enter into statewide data system.
2. Record pre-test attempt in student permanent record.
	1. Use an oral screening tool to determine if student has low oral skills.

2. If so, administer BEST Plus 2.0.
	Administer TABE 9/10 Reading and/or Language.

TABE Math is not required unless student has a math improvement goal.
	Administer GAIN English.

GAIN Math is not required unless the student has a math improvement goal.



Post-Testing Guidelines
A student must have a minimum of 60 hours of instruction prior to post-testing with BEST Literacy.

Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.
Students who were pre-tested with BEST Literacy must be post-tested with BEST Literacy; however, a different form must be used.

Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

Transitioning from BEST Literacy to TABE or GAIN
When a student completes Advanced ESL, administer the TABE or GAIN.  Keep in mind that a student’s educational functioning level (EFL) is determined by his/her pretest.  Level completions are measured from the student’s entry EFL.  Students cannot be classified as both ESL and ABE for NRS reporting purposes during the same fiscal year.
Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

BEST Literacy Support Center, Contact and Purchasing Information
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for BEST Literacy are available at:

http://www.cal.org/aea/pdfs/Frequently-Asked-Questions-CAL-Adult-ESL-Assessments.pdf 
Is training required to administer BEST Literacy? 

The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) does not require training to administer BEST Literacy.  However state agencies, program administrators, test administrators, and test scorers should thoroughly review the BEST Literacy Test Manual - 2008 Edition in order to become familiar with proper testing and scoring procedures. The BEST Literacy Test Manual - 2008 Edition provides comprehensive information about administering and scoring the three forms (B, C, and D) of the test as well as information for interpreting the results and technical information.
For more information on ordering, please refer to your test manual, call 202-362-0700, or visit http://www.cal.org/aea/.  
BEST PLUS 2.0
Description and Eligibility

BEST Plus 2.0 has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.   This assessment is administered for placement of ESL and EL/Civics students who are enrolling or continuing in an adult education program.  BEST Plus 2.0 tests communication, fluency, pronunciation, and listening comprehension skills.  It may be administered individually and comes in two versions, computer-adaptive and print-based (forms D, E, and F).  

Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be assessed within the first 12 hours of instruction.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.

For adult students who have a lack of English proficiency and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The result of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry, enter the form and the scale score of 88.
Students who pre-test into BEST Plus 2.0 exit criteria (ESL Completed Advanced ESL), scores of 565 or higher, must be given another pre-test as ESL Completed Advanced ESL is not an NRS Educational Functioning Level.  If this occurs, do the following:
	Administrative Action
	Pre-test Option #1
	Pre-test Option #2
	Pre-test Option #3

	1. Do not enter into statewide data system.
2. Record pre-test attempt in student permanent record.
	1. Use a literacy screening tool to determine if student has low literacy skills.

2. If so, administer BEST Literacy.
	Administer TABE 9/10 Reading and/or Language.

TABE Math is not required unless student has a math improvement goal.
	Administer GAIN English.

GAIN Math is not required unless the student has a math improvement goal.



Post-Testing Guidelines
A student must have a minimum of 60 hours of instruction prior to post-testing with BEST Plus 2.0.

Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.

Students who were pre-tested with BEST Plus 2.0 must be post-tested with BEST Plus 2.0.  When post-testing with the BEST Plus 2.0 print-based, a different form must be used.

Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

Transitioning from BEST Literacy 2.0 to TABE or GAIN

When a student completes Advanced ESL, administer the BEST Literacy, TABE or GAIN.  Keep in mind that a student’s educational functioning level (EFL) is determined by his/her pretest.  Level completions are measured from the student’s entry EFL.  Students cannot be classified as both ESL and ABE for NRS reporting purposed during the same fiscal year.

Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

OCTAE Approval

OCTAE approved the use of Best Plus 2.0 through February 2, 2019. (For use in FY 2017-2018)  Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 239 / Tuesday, December 13, 2016 / Notices
BEST Plus Support Center, Contact and Purchasing Information
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for BEST Plus 2.0 are available at:

http://www.cal.org/aea/pdfs/Frequently-Asked-Questions-CAL-Adult-ESL-Assessments.pdf 

Is training required to administer BEST Plus 2.0?
Yes.  All test administrators must complete the six contact hour test administrator training workshop and be approved by a certified BEST Plus trainer prior to administering BEST Plus 2.0.
How to become trained on BEST Plus 2.0.

There are four ways to become a trained BEST Plus 2.0 test administrator.  For more information on training workshops, please click http://www.cal.org/aea/current/bptrainers/
For more information on ordering, please refer to your test manual, call 202-362-0700, or visit http://www.cal.org/aea/.  
Test for Adult Basic Education - Complete Language Assessment System – English
 (TABE CLAS-E)
Description and Eligibility

TABE CLAS-E has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.  This assessment is administered for placement of ESL and EL/Civics students who are enrolling or continuing in an adult education program.  TABE CLAS-E tests reading, listening, writing, and speaking skills.  It may be administered individually or in a group setting and comes in two equivalent forms of the test, A & B, to accommodate pre- and post-testing.  
Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be assessed within the first 12 hours of instruction.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.

For adult students who have a lack of English proficiency and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The result of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry, enter the form and the scale score.

The TABE CLAS-E Locator test, a short 8-item assessment, must be administered.  The Locator requires written responses.  Based on the examinee’s Locator score (0-16), the examinee will be scheduled to take Level 1 of the writing subtest (score of 6 or less) or the Locator, which will determine which of the remaining three levels (2, 3, and 4) the student will be scheduled to take.  
The TABE CLAS-E Writing Subtest must also be administered.  The full writing subtest includes a 20-item multiple choice section and a 5-item expository writing section. Levels 2, 3, and 4 students may be grouped together for the multiple choice section administrations; Level 2 students must be tested separately for multiple choice. For the expository writing section, the different Levels must be administered separately.

The expository writing section is administered via a consumable booklet, the Expository Writing Folio. For each level, there are 5 items that require descriptive writing, task-oriented writing, and extended writing at increasingly higher levels of complexity. These written responses are scored using one or more of a set of 4 rubrics, each developed for particular writing tasks and the required complexity of the responses.

Two practitioners score each of the responses. If they cannot agree on the score for a particular item, a third reader must be brought in to decide on the particular whole score to be assigned. Teachers cannot score their own students' writing (they may score their multiple choice (MC) sections.) The combined MC and expository writing scores are converted to scale scores using specific tables in the Norms Book.

Post-Testing Guidelines
CTB recommends the below pre-and post-test guidelines for TABE 9&10 and TABE CLAS-E:
· Alternate Form Testing: 50-60 hours of instruction is recommended when testing with an alternate form (ie. 9M to 10M or A1 to B1) for students that test into NRS Levels 1-4 (ABE) and NRS Levels 1-6 (ESL), with a minimum of 40 hours.

· For students testing into NRS Levels 5 and 6 (ASE Low and High) 30-59 hours of instruction is recommended. 

· Programs may also select the next level higher TABE or CLAS-E test (9M to 9D or A2 to A3) while following the same recommended hours above for alternate form testing. 

· Same Form Testing: 60-80 hours of instruction is recommended when testing with the same form (ie 9M to 9M or A3 to A3).
 
Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.

Programs will use the two equivalent Forms, A & B, for pre-and -post testing. Different levels of the TABE CLAS-E can be given for initial, optional mid-year, and end-of-year tests because scale scores are calibrated across all levels. For example, if the Locator placed a student at Level 2, use Level 2, Form A as the initial test. At the optional mid-year, if the student is still functioning at Level 2, use Level 2, Form B. If at the optional mid-year, the student is functioning at Level 3, use Level 3, Form A. Follow the same protocol for end-of-year assessments. Never give the same form of the test at the same level sequentially to a student.
Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

TABE CLAS-E Support Services, Contact and Purchasing Information
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for TABE CLAS-E are available at:

www.nwlincs.org/mtlincs/opi/13-14/spring2014/CLAS-E%20intro%202014.ppt
Who is eligible to administer TABE CLAS-E?

Educators who have a general knowledge of measurement principles and who comply with the assessment standards of the American Psychological Association may administer TABE CLAS-E. These professional standards require TABE administrators to follow specific guidelines, such as keeping tests in a secure place and administering the test only as directed. For additional information, see the Purchaser’s Qualification Statement in the back of the CTB/McGraw-Hill TABE Family of Adult Education Assessments catalog.

How do you know which of the four test levels of TABE CLAS-E to administer?

For English language learners in Adult Basic Education (ABE) or other programs that include students at various levels of ability, administer the TABE CLAS-E Locator Test first. The results will indicate by skill area which level of TABE CLAS-E to use. If you are using TABE CLAS-E as a screening tool for a program that requires a certain level of ability, select the appropriate level of TABE CLAS-E commensurate with the content difficult for the program. 
For more information on ordering, please refer to your test manual, call 800-255-1036 Ext. 186.
Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System - CASAS

Description and Eligibility

CASAS has been approved for use by local programs to meet the requirements of the NRS.  The assessments cover all NRS Educational Functioning Levels (EFLs).
Locator/Appraisal Test

The majority of CASAS assessments have appraisal tests, and CASAS prescribes that learners should take an appropriate appraisal test prior to taking a pretest. Appraisal tests indicate the appropriate level for instruction, as well as which pretest form to administer.
Pre-Testing Guidelines
Students must be administered the CASAS Appraisal (Locator) and the pre-test assessment within the first 12 hours of instruction.  Appraisal scores indicate which pre-test form to administer.  The lowest test level achieved by the student determines the Educational Functioning Level (EFL) and placement in the approved statewide data management system. Tests administered in subtest areas are compared and used to determine the placement of the student.  A returning student’s most recent test from the previous year may be brought forward into the new fiscal year and considered the pre-test if the rollover date is within 180 calendar days of the test administration date.
For adult students who have a lack of English proficiency and are unable to be assessed using an approved assessment to measure their abilities, documentation must be kept showing an attempt was made to assess the student.  The result of this attempt must be kept in the student’s record for audit purposes.  For data entry, enter the form and the scale score.

Post-Testing Guidelines
A student must have a minimum of 40 hours of instruction prior to post-testing with CASAS.
Programs for Corrections Education and Other Institutionalized Individuals may post-test according to the recommended hours of instruction or after enrollment for 90 days in the instructional program.

CASAS –Math & Reading assessments may not be repeated and must be alternated when administering a post-test.  The Life and Work Series may not be compared to the Life Skills series. 
Post-testing provides the opportunity to meet with the student about his/her progress and goals.  This conversation should be documented in the student folder.  The student Individualized Prescription of Instruction (IPI) should be reviewed and updated, as needed.

Use of Scale and Grade Level Equivalent (GLE) Scores for NRS Reporting
Local programs will record and track scale and grade level equivalent (GLE) scores in student records and the approved statewide data management system.  The statewide data management system translates the scores into NRS levels stipulated by the USDE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using the data management system.  

CASAS Support Services, Contact and Purchasing Information
How do I train my staff to administer and use the test results?

Each program is responsible for receiving training in the appropriate use of the CASAS system. Training is available via free, online, self-paced courses. Visit the Online Learning Lab, https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/software/casas-etests/etests-(et)-online-help, for more information. The test administration manuals and the CASAS website have many resources for staff development. There are a variety of training options available to your program.  For more information about the types of training that CASAS offers, please visit the Training and Support section of the CASAS website, or email https://www.casas.org/training-and-support. 
For more information on ordering, please refer to your test manual; call 800-255-1036 or visit http://www.casas.org/product-overviews/order.  

OCTAE Approval

OCTAE approved the use of CASAS through February 2, 2019. (For use in FY 2017-2018)  Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 239 / Tuesday, December 13, 2016 / Notices
Appendix B

NRS Test Benchmarks for Educational Functioning Level (EFL) Placement
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NRS Test Benchmarks for Educational Functioning Levels

Updated October 2016
Adult Basic Education

Please refer to the attached Federal Register notice for a list of NRS approved tests and test forms.

	Educational Functioning Level
	Test Benchmarks

	Beginning ABE Literacy
	TABE1 (9–10) scale scores 
(grade level 0–1.9):
Reading:  367 and below

Total Math:  313 and below

Language:  389 and below

CASAS2 scale scores:

Reading:  200 and below

Math:  200 and below

Wonderlic GAIN3 scale scores:

English:  200-406

Math:  200-314

	Beginning Basic Education
	TABE (9–10)  scale scores 
(grade level 2–3.9):
Reading:  368–460

Total Math:  314–441

Language:  390–490

CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  201–210

Math:  201–210

Wonderlic GAIN scale scores:

English:  407-525

Math:  315-522

MAPT4 scale scores:
All tests: 200-299


1TABE = Tests of Adult Basic Education

2CASAS = Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System

3GAIN = General Assessment of Instructional Needs

4MAPT= Massachusetts Adult Proficiency Test
	Educational Functioning Level
	Test Benchmarks

	Low Intermediate Basic Education
	TABE (9–10) scale scores 
(grade level 4–5.9):

Reading:  461–517

Total Math:  442–505

Language:  491–523

CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  211–220

Math:  211–220

Wonderlic GAIN scale scores:

English:  526-661

Math:  523-669

MAPT scale scores:

All tests: 300-399

	High Intermediate Basic Education
	TABE (9–10) scale scores 
(grade level 6–8.9):

Reading:  518–566

Total Math:  506–565

Language:  524–559

CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  221–235

Math:  221–235

Wonderlic GAIN scale scores:

English:  662-746

Math:  670-775

MAPT scale scores:

All tests: 400-499


	Educational Functioning Level
	Test Benchmarks

	Low Adult Secondary Education
	TABE (9–10):  scale scores 
(grade level 9–10.9):

Reading:  567–595

Total Math:  566–594

Language:  560–585

CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  236–245

Math:  236–245

Wonderlic GAIN scale scores:

English:  747-870

Math:  776-854

MAPT scale scores:

All tests: 500-599

	High Adult Secondary Education
	TABE (9–10):  scale scores 
(grade level 11–12):

Reading:  596 and above

Total Math:  595 and above

Language:  586 and above

CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  246 and above

Math:  246 and above

Wonderlic GAIN scale scores:

English:  871-1000

Math:  855-1000

MAPT scale scores:

All tests: 600-700


English as a Second Language

Please refer to the attached Federal Register notice for a list of NRS approved tests and test forms.

	Educational Functioning Level
	Test Benchmarks

	Beginning ESL Literacy
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  180 and below

L&W Listening:  162-180

BEST
 Plus 2.0: 88-361
BEST Literacy: 0–20 (SPL 0–1)

TABE CLAS-E
 scale scores
:

Total Reading and Writing:  225-394

Total Listening and Speaking: 230-407

	Low Beginning ESL
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading: 181–190

L&W Listening: 181–189

BEST Plus 2.0: 362-427
BEST Literacy:  21-52 (SPL 2)

TABE CLAS-E scale scores:

Total Reading and Writing:  395-441

Total Listening and Speaking: 408-449

	High Beginning ESL
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading: 191–200

L&W Listening: 190–199

BEST Plus 2.0: 428-452
BEST Literacy: 53–63 (SPL 3)

TABE CLAS-E scale scores:

Total Reading and Writing:  442-482

Total Listening and Speaking: 450-485

	Educational Functioning Level
	Test Benchmarks

	Low Intermediate ESL
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  201–210

L&W Listening:  200–209

BEST Plus 2.0: 453-484
BEST Literacy:  64– 67 (SPL 4)

TABE CLAS-E scale scores:

Total Reading and Writing:  483-514

Total Listening and Speaking: 486-525

	High Intermediate ESL
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  211–220

L&W Listening:  210–218

BEST Plus 2.0: 485-524
BEST Literacy:  68-75 (SPL 5)

TABE CLAS-E scale scores:

Total Reading and Writing:  515-556

Total Listening and Speaking: 526-558

	Advanced ESL
	CASAS scale scores:

Reading:  221–235

L&W Listening:  219–227

BEST Plus: 525-564 (exit 565 and higher)
BEST Literacy
: 76-78 (SPL 6)

TABE CLAS-E scale scores:

Total Reading and Writing: 557-600

Total Listening and Speaking: 559-600
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION Tests Determined To Be Suitable for Use in the National Reporting System for Adult Education 
AGENCY: Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education, Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice. 
SUMMARY: The Secretary announces tests, test forms, and delivery formats that the Secretary determines to be suitable for use in the National Reporting System for Adult Education (NRS). The Secretary also clarifies that, to provide for the transition from the performance accountability system for the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) program under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) to the performance accountability system for AEFLA as reauthorized by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), this announcement will remain effective until June 30, 2019.
 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jay LeMaster, Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW., Room 11–152, Potomac Center Plaza, Washington, DC 20202–7240. Telephone: (202) 245–6218 or by email: John.LeMaster@ed.gov. 
If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) or a text telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay Service (FRS), toll free, at 1–800–877– 8339. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On January 14, 2008, we published in the Federal Register final regulations for 34 CFR part 462, Measuring Educational Gain in the National Reporting System for Adult Education (NRS regulations) (73 FR 2306). The NRS regulations established the process the Secretary uses to determine the suitability of tests for use in the NRS by States and local eligible providers. We annually publish in the Federal Register and post on the Internet at www.nrsweb.org a list of the names of tests and the educational functioning levels the tests are suitable to measure in the NRS as required by § 462.12(c)(2).

On April 16, 2008, we published in the Federal Register a notice inviting test publishers to submit tests for review (73 FR 20616). 
On February 2, 2010, we published in the Federal Register a notice (February 2010 notice) listing the tests and test forms the Secretary determined to be suitable for use in the NRS (75 FR 5303). 
The Secretary determined tests and test forms to be suitable for a period of either seven or three years from the date of the February 2010 notice. A sevenyear approval required no additional action on the part of the publisher, unless the information the publisher submitted as a basis for the Secretary’s review was inaccurate or unless the test is substantially revised. A three-year approval was issued with a set of conditions to be met by the completion of the three-year period. If these conditions were met, the Secretary would approve a period of time for which the test may continue to be used in the NRS. 
On September 12, 2011, we published in the Federal Register (76 FR 56188) an annual notice of tests determined suitable for use in the NRS (September 2011 notice). The September 2011 notice updated the list published in the February 2010 notice and included suitable test delivery formats. The September 2011 notice clarified that some, but not all, tests using computer-adaptive or computer-based delivery formats are suitable for use in the NRS.
On August 6, 2012, we published in the Federal Register (77 FR 46749) an annual notice of tests determined suitable for use in the NRS (August 2012 notice) that included the same list of forms and computer delivery formats for the tests published in the September 2011 notice. We also announced a sunset period during which States and local providers could continue to use tests with three-year NRS approvals otherwise expiring on February 2, 2013, during a transition period ending on June 30, 2014.
On January 25, 2013, we announced in the Federal Register (78 FR 5430) an extension of the approval period for tests approved for a three-year period beginning on February 2, 2010. The approval period was extended from February 2, 2013 to September 30, 2013, without affecting the sunset period ending on June 30, 2014.
On December 12, 2013, we published in the Federal Register (78 FR 75550) an annual notice of tests determined suitable for use in the NRS (December 2013 notice) that updated the August 2012 notice and provided an extension of the approval period for three tests initially approved for a three-year conditional period from February 2, 2010. The approval period was extended to June 30, 2015. We also announced an extension of the approval period for one additional test—a revised version of a test previously approved for a three-year conditional period from February 2, 2010. The approval period for that test also was extended to June 30, 2015.
On October 29, 2014, we published in the Federal Register (79 FR 64369) an annual notice of tests determined suitable for use in the NRS (October 2014 notice) that updated the December 2013 notice. We announced that the four tests with approvals extended through June 30, 2015, may be used in the NRS during a sunset period ending on June 30, 2016. 
On August 12, 2015, we published in the Federal Register (80 FR 48304) an annual notice of tests determined suitable for use in the NRS (August 2015 notice) that updated the October 2014 notice. We announced that three tests, previously approved for an extended period through June 30, 2015, were approved for an extended period through February 2, 2017, and one test—a revised version of a test previously approved for an extended period through June 30, 2015—was approved for an extended period through February 2, 2017. 
In this document, the Secretary announces the list of tests and test forms determined to be suitable for use in the NRS. These include: (1) The eight tests previously approved for a seven-year period from February 2, 2010 through February 2, 2017 and now approved for an extended period through February 2, 2019; (2) three tests previously approved for an extended period through February 2, 2017 and now approved for an extended period through February 2, 2019; and (3) one test—a revised version of a test previously approved for an extended period through February 2, 2017—for which the Secretary is extending approval through February 2, 2019. The Secretary is taking this action to extend the approval periods for all 12 of these tests through February 2, 2019 in light of the following intervening factors: (1) The Department’s plan to implement new descriptors for the NRS educational functioning levels and implement new regulations in 34 CFR part 462 that became effective on September 19, 2016 and that will govern the assessment review process; (2) the Department’s desire to minimize disruption for its grantees in the transition to AEFLA as authorized by WIOA, including with respect to measuring educational gain under the NRS; and (3) the attendant transition authority in section 503(c) of WIOA, which authorizes the Secretary of Education to ‘‘take such actions as the Secretary determines to be appropriate to provide for the orderly transition’’ from AEFLA as authorized by WIA to AEFLA as authorized by WIOA. 
Approved Tests, Forms, and Approval Periods
Adult education programs must use only the approved forms and computerbased delivery formats for the tests published in this document. If a particular test form or computer delivery format is not explicitly specified for a test in this notice, it is not approved for use in the NRS.
Tests Previously Determined To Be Suitable for Use in the NRS for a SevenYear Period From February 2, 2010 Through February 2, 2017 and Now Approved for an Extended Period Through February 2, 2019 

a) The Secretary has determined that the following test is suitable for use at all Adult Basic Education (ABE) and Adult Secondary Education (ASE) levels and at all English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) levels of the NRS until February 2, 2019:

 Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Reading Assessments (Life and Work, Life Skills, VerDate Sep2014 15:08 Dec 12, 2016 Jkt 241001 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\13DEN1.SGM 13DEN1 pmangrum on DSK3GDR082PROD with NOTICES 89922 Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 239 / Tuesday, December 13, 2016 / Notices Reading for Citizenship, Reading for Language Arts—Secondary Level). Forms 27, 28, 81, 82, 81X, 82X, 83, 84, 85, 86, 185, 186, 187, 188, 310, 311, 513, 514, 951, 952, 951X, and 952X of this test are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: CASAS, 5151 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite 220, San Diego, CA 92123–4339. Telephone: (800) 255–1036. Internet: www.casas.org/. 

b) The Secretary has determined that the following tests are suitable for use at all ABE and ASE  levels of the NRS until February 2, 2019: 

(1) Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Life Skills Math Assessments—Application of Mathematics (Secondary Level). Forms 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 505, and 506 of this test are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: CASAS, 5151 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite 220, San Diego, CA 92123–4339. Telephone: (800) 255–1036. Internet: www.casas.org/. 

(2) Massachusetts Adult Proficiency Test (MAPT) for Math. This test is approved for use through a computeradaptive delivery format. Publisher: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and University of Massachusetts Amherst, College of Education, 156 Hills South, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA 01003. Telephone: (413) 545–0564. Internet: www.sabes.org/.

 (3) Massachusetts Adult Proficiency Test (MAPT) for Reading. This test is approved for use through the computeradaptive delivery format. Publisher: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and University of Massachusetts Amherst, College of Education, 156 Hills South, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA 01003. Telephone: (413) 545–0564. Internet: www.sabes.org/.

 (4) Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE 9/10). Forms 9 and 10 are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: Data Recognition Corporation—CTB, 13490 Bass Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55311. Telephone: 800–538–9547. Internet: www.ctb.com/. 

(5) Tests of Adult Basic Education Survey (TABE Survey). Forms 9 and 10 are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: Data Recognition Corporation—CTB, 13490 Bass Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55311. Telephone: (800) 538–9547. Internet: www.ctb.com/.

c) The Secretary has determined that the following tests are suitable for use at all ESL levels of the NRS until February 2, 2019:

 (1) Basic English Skills Test (BEST) Literacy. Forms B, C, and D are approved for use on paper. Publisher: Center for Applied Linguistics, 4646 40th Street NW., Washington, DC 20016–1859. Telephone: (202) 362– 0700. Internet: www.cal.org/. 

(2) Tests of Adult Basic Education Complete Language Assessment System—English (TABE/CLAS–E )Forms A and B are approved for use on paper. Publisher: Data Recognition Corporation—CTB, 13490 Bass Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55311. Telephone: (800) 538–9547. Internet: www.ctb.com/. 
Tests Previously Approved for an Extended Period Through February 2, 2017 and Now Approved for an Extended Period Through February 2, 2019 
(a) The Secretary has determined that the following tests are suitable for use at all ABE and ASE levels of the NRS until February 2, 2019:

 (1) General Assessment of Instructional Needs (GAIN)—Test of English Skills. Forms A and B are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: Wonderlic Inc., 400 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 200, Vernon Hills, IL 60061. Telephone: (877) 605–9496. Internet: www.wonderlic.com/. 

(2) General Assessment of Instructional Needs (GAIN)—Test of Math Skills. Forms A and B are approved for use on paper and through the computer-based delivery format. Publisher: Wonderlic Inc., 400 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 200, Vernon Hills, IL 60061. Telephone: (877) 605–9496. Internet: www.wonderlic.com/. 

(b) The Secretary has determined that the following tests are suitable for use at all ESL levels of the NRS until February 2, 2019: 

(1) Basic English Skills Test (BEST) Plus 2.0. Forms D, E, and F are approved for use on paper and through the computer-adaptive delivery format. Publisher: Center for Applied Linguistics, 4646 40th Street NW., Washington, DC 20016–1859. Telephone: (202) 362–0700. Internet: www.cal.org/. 

(2) Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Life and Work Listening Assessments (LW Listening). Forms 981L, 982L, 983L, 984L, 985L, and 986L are approved for use on paper and through the computerbased delivery format. Publisher: CASAS, 5151 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite 220, San Diego, CA 92123–4339. Telephone: (800) 255–1036. Internet: www.casas.org/. 

Revocation of Tests 

Under certain circumstances, the Secretary may revoke the determination that a test is suitable (see 34 CFR 462.12(e)). If the Secretary revokes the determination of suitability, the Secretary announces through the Federal Register and posts on the Internet at www.nrsweb.org a notice of that revocation, along with the date by which States and local eligible providers must stop using the revoked test. 

Accessible Format: Individuals with disabilities can obtain this document in an accessible format (such as braille, large print, audiotape, or compact disc) on request to the contact person listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT in this notice.
Electronic Access to This Document: The official version of this document is the document published in the Federal Register. Free Internet access to the official edition of the Federal Register and the Code of Federal Regulations is available via the Federal Digital System at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys. At this site you can view this document, as well as all other documents of this Department published in the Federal Register, in text or Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF). To use PDF you must have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free at the site. 

You may also access documents of the Department published in the Federal Register by using the article search feature at: www.federalregister.gov. Specifically, through the advanced search feature at this site, you can limit your search to documents published by the Department. 
Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 9212.
 Dated: December 7, 2016. 
Johan E. Uvin, 

Deputy Assistant Secretary, Delegated the Duties of Assistant Secretary for Career, Technical, and Adult Education.
 [FR Doc. 2016–29899 Filed 12–12–16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

� CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwlincs.org/mtlincs/opi/data/TABE_Locator_Test_White_Paper.pdf" �http://www.nwlincs.org/mtlincs/opi/data/TABE_Locator_Test_White_Paper.pdf� 


� CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. � HYPERLINK "https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rvdSiOKbCN-sqBy7LVY8lI6fEIE_kXLlJvviHYk4Dok/edit?usp=sharing" �https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rvdSiOKbCN-sqBy7LVY8lI6fEIE_kXLlJvviHYk4Dok/edit?usp=sharing� 





� CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC


 � HYPERLINK "https://sbcjcweb.sbcjc.cc.ms.us/conf/pdfs/MiBest/2015/TABE%20Presentation.pdf" �https://sbcjcweb.sbcjc.cc.ms.us/conf/pdfs/MiBest/2015/TABE%20Presentation.pdf�


� CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. � HYPERLINK "https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rvdSiOKbCN-sqBy7LVY8lI6fEIE_kXLlJvviHYk4Dok/edit?usp=sharing" �https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rvdSiOKbCN-sqBy7LVY8lI6fEIE_kXLlJvviHYk4Dok/edit?usp=sharing� 





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.datarecognitioncorp.com/Pages/contacts.aspx" �http://www.datarecognitioncorp.com/Pages/contacts.aspx�


� BEST = Basic English Skills Test


� TABE CLAS–E = Test of Adult Basic Education Complete Language Assessment System – English


� Refer to the TABE CLAS–E Technical Manual for score ranges for individual reading, writing, listening and speaking tests. Table shows only total scores.


� Students can be placed into advanced ESL using Best Literacy but the test does not assess skills beyond this level so students cannot exit Advanced ESL with this test.  Retesting of students who enter this level with another assessment is recommended.
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